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: le‘ of the times when a news- 
m man feels the most flattered 
men he is on a bus or streetcar 
ain. Then he sees practically 
y-nine per cent of the pas- 
fears (particularly ‘if its a going- 
bork crowd or a_going-home 
-d) reading a newspaper. 
few will be reading a maga- 
fewer yet a book—even a 
»r-backed trash novel. 
ven without formal survey of 
gang on the 5:05 (the train I 
en to take out of Chicago to 
suburban home) I can almost 
mainly predict that the reading 
ef on over the rails is all these 
engers will engage in during 
tr entire day. 
me sad fact is that this probably 
les to Christians as well as non- 
istians. 
e’ll accept and emphasize that 
‘the reading habits of every 
fistian, the Bible should come 
:, So my thoughts in this piece 
| with the “other reading” that 
istians should do. 
nd among this other reading, 
daily papers should play a large 
t—perhaps even the largest 
t. There are reasons: For one 
ig, the newspapers never let us 
fet for an instant what the hu- 
1 race is really like. This keeps 
humble. As we read of human 
Ities, troubles, and even the 
1es, we. can say with John Wes- 
as he looked at the drunkard 
he gutter: “There but for the 
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_ What Are You Reading? 


By Wesley Hartzell, City Editor, 
“Chicago American” 


grace of God am I.” 

But there is more to the good 
newspaper than crime, of course. It 
tells us, if you please, of the neigh- 
bors for whom we are to bear a 
love almost as strong as our love 
for God. 

I have little patience with those 
Christians who would withdraw 
completely from the world and re- 
fuse even to know what their 
neighbors are doing. Christ did not 
withdraw from the world. He 
sought out the people who could 
tell Him about it. 

And in our reading, we must not 
lose touch with reality. 

What I have said about news- 
papers, of course, applies with equal 
force to magazines, some of which 
contain articles that are among the 
best literature being written today. 

Among the magazines there 
should be a good sampling of Chris- 
tian magazines. This is particularly 
essential since the secular weeklies 
seldom print all that the Christian 
would like to know about the world 
of religion, and particularly the 
Protestant evangelical faiths. 

And, of course, our reading 
should contain something from 
books. And I don’t mean particular- 
ly that class of books generally call- 
ed “Christian books.” I mean any 
book that brings a true picture of 
the world, of man, or of God. 

Some of the novels that have 
made the greatest impact on my 
life, that got me away from the idea 
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that man’s salvation lay in himself 
and his world, were not “Christian 
books”—at least they did not men- 
tion the name of Christ or have 
anybody in their pages who got 
saved or gave a testimony. 

I think immediately of Hardy’s 
Jude, the Obscure, or Hugo’s Les 
Miserables. Those, and others like 
them, have the stuff of reality, and 
they show dramatically and clearly 
why it is that man must have help 
from outside himself. They helped 
prepare my own heart to accept 
Christ when He first knocked at 
my door. 

Not every book that parades it- 
self as “realistic” really is, of course. 
Some authors use the adjective to 
describe a book filled with filth. 
Their works are no more true to 
life than Grimm’s fairy tales. And 
the discriminating Christian reader 
will have to watch that he does not 
waste his money or time reading 
them. 

History, or biography, also comes 
under the category of realism—that 
is, if the biographies are not mere 
eulogies. Too many authors pass off 
as “biography” a flowery com- 
pendium of their heroes’ virtues. 
Any man—even great men—have 
weaknesses, and their biographers 
would serve their subjects better 
if they charted the shortcomings as 
well as strengths of their great men. 
Their subjects’ luster will be but 
the brighter for having overcome 
the difficulties to attain the heights. 

I have found a good many Chris- 
tians with books of sermons in their 
libraries—almost invariably the 
gifts of friends or relatives. More 
books of sermons should be read; 
though I think the best place to ab- 

(Continued on page 13) 
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News and Notes 


October is Church paper month. 
This is the month that the Protestants 
appeal to their members for new sub- 
scriptions and renewals. 

The Ansgar Lutheran is your paper. 
It tries to keep you informed about your 
own church and the church in general. 
If you read it, it will help your wor- 
ship every Sunday, and it will help 
you in putting first things first. 

Reedley, Calif. Pastor Clarence 
Lund. On August 7th Mr. Anton Han- 
sen passed away in Santa Rosa at the 
age of 75 and his funeral was held in 
our little church on Aug. 10th. Mr. 
Hansen was one of the founders of 
our church in 1904 and we were so 
happy in November of last year to 
have Mr. Hansen come to Reedley 
with his wife and daughter, Mrs. Lilly 
Greer, and son, Dr. Bernhard Hansen, 
to help us celebrate our Golden Jubi- 
lee. May God bless his memory. 

On August 27th Marjory Hansen 
and Donald Hamburger were married 
in a beautiful ceremony with 300 
friends in attendance. A _ reception 
fellowed in the Women’s Clulbhouse in 
Reedley. Marjory and Don have been 
active in our Luther League group 
and Marjory is one of our Sunday 
school teachers. They will make their 
home in Reedley where the groom 
will continue his studies at Reedley 
College. 

Our young people have invited the 
Pacific District young people to hold 
the Luther League Convention in our 
church the last of November. Our 
LLeaguers are busy making housing 
plans and planning various activities 
to make their stay ‘with us a memor- 
able one. 


(Harlan, Iowa—Pastor Lyle Paulsen. 


A beautiful bound Memorial Book 
has been placed in our church on a 
special stand built by Gene Larsen, 
one of our deacons. This book, given 
by the family of Mrs. J. M. Kringel, 
contains a permanent record of the 
gifts and memorials 
church in memory of loved ones. 

On a fine August Sunday we were 
again very happy to meet and listen 
to Pastor Edward Hansen, Dean of 
the N. J. Lutheran Bible Institute, 
when he stopped in his old home town 
while traveling back to New Jersey 


given to the 


from California and other parts of 
the country. 

With the coming of fall, comes also 
the “ousy-ness” of church activities. 
Cur two confirmation classes total 35 
members—18 Juniors and 17 Seniors. 
A Church Membership Class is meet- 
in on Sunday evenings. Our Dorcas 
Society served fine Smorgasbord 
Supper and the Ladies’ Aid has a 


Rummage Sale coming up. The Luther 


Leaguers sponsored a Bake Sale to 
help with dues and delegates to their 
convention. Our Sunday school, which 
now numbers 210 plus the High School 
Bible Classes, held their Rally Day 
last Sunday with a special program in 
which a numiber of children took part. 
Our teachers will be hosts to the S. W. 
Iowa Teachers’ Institute on Wednes- 
day. The guest speaker is Prof. Elmer 
Rasmussen of Dana College, whose 
topic is “The Child’s Mind from the 
Teacher’s Point of View.” 

With the increased enrollment in 
Sunday school and church member- 
ship we are beginning to seriously 
feel “squeezed,” so a Church Planning 
Committee has been meeting to dis- 
cuss ways and means of enlarging our 
church property. A congregational 
meeting will be held to discuss our 
needs and to try to reach a decision 
for future building. 


W.M.S. OF WEST CANADA 
By I. M. Pedersen 


Seventeen delegates answered Roll 
Call at the 1955 annual meeting of 
West Canada District Womens Mis- 
sionary Society, held at Sharon Lu- 
theran Church in Calgary, Alberta, 
on August 5th. 


Attending the meeting as. special 
guest was Mrs. Arnfeldt Morck, wife 
of West Canada U.E.L.C. Missionary 
to South ‘America, who gave an in- 
teresting and informative talk on the 
native women of Colombia. 

An objective of $500.00 was set for 
the District W.M.S. as a whole, to be 
raised for the General W.M.S. Fund, 
to be used where needed on the mis- 
sion fields. 

Mrs. E. Castella, District President, 
introduced some novel ideas for small 
articles which might be hand made 
and sent to mission schools and hos- 
pitals ete. 

Officers elected for the following 
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two years were vice president | 
secretary. Mrs. Audrey Rasmusser 
Tilley, Alberta, and Mrs. lone Pe 
sen Calgary, were elected, repla 
Mrs. H. Christenson of Dickson, | 
berta and Mrs. Perry Barker of H 
sar Alberta. A vote of thanks } 
taken for the work of the out-g 
officers. 

Love gifts of $50.00 each were | 


missionary to the Sudan in 
and to Pastor and Mrs. 


the Home Mission Board for 
ment for Home Missions. 


A UNIQUE 
FOREIGN MISSION RALLY 
The day was beautiful with the ] 
autumn tinge inthe air. The place 
Bethany Lutheran Church, Dick 
Alberta, served by Pastor Ole Lar 
First of all this day was unique 
that Dickson congregation was re 
sented iby missionaries in person 
Japan, Nigeria, Pakistan, Ethiopia 
South America. In each of these fi 
is a missionary that has gone out 
this congregation. 
A beautiful, worshipful moll 
service was held with Missior 
Arnfeldt Morck, son of the congre 
tion, preaching the sermon. 
The day was unique in the miss 
ary rally held in the afternoon. “ 
was planned and directed by the 
cal pastor, Ole Larsen. In a semi- 
cle sat the missionaries facing 
audience with a microphone of af 
lic address system before them. 
gether with the foreign missiona 
was Pastor Archie Morck, also a 
of the congregation and a Home ] 
sion pastor in Canada, and also L 
A. M. Vinge of the Canadian Lut! 
an Bible Institute. No speaker 
assigned; it was entirely infor 
Questions were raised and answe 
Some of the questions revolved aro 
topics such as these: Peculiar p 
lems in each field as the Wore 
preached; Is there religious libe 
Is Christianity a civilizing age 
Is an overthrow possible and prob 
where some autocratic group h 
sway? All the replies were cent 
in the eternal verities and full f 
of the discussion upon the ete 
Word of God. 
(Continued on page 6) 
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torials and Comments 


A PROTESTANT REPUDIATE A PROMISE 
MADE TO PRIEST? 


His well known that when a Protestant is married 
Roman Catholic by a Roman Catholic priest, the 
stant must sign a document that if there are any 
en in the marriage they must be brought up in 
Roman Catholic faith. Such a promise is generally 
> when the people are very young and in love. 
t do not consider the consequences of their signa- 
_ We know of many Protestants who have a bad 
science after they made the promise. Years ago we 
a couple where the wife was Protestant and the 
nd Roman Catholic. She said that she never 
ht of the consequences when she signed it, and 
}she did not want any children because she did not 
> them brought up in the Roman Catholic faith. 


hold that such a promise is not valid. It is no 
valid than the promise a monk makes. Because 
a promise is not based on freedom of conscience 
the teachings of the Bible. 


e Lutheran Standard has a question box. One 
r asks this question: Do you think a Protestant 
wrong if he repudiates the promise to rear his 
ren as Roman Catholics which he made to the priest 
me time of his marriage? Pastor William N. Emch 
the following answer: 


iing Herod, when more or less intoxicated at the 
» of his birthday celebration, promised under oath 
he would give the daughter of Herodias whatever 
would ask, When she asked for the head of John 
Baptist on a platter, he realized to his regret that 
had made a mistake. To keep his rash promise he 
to put to death the forerunner of the world’s Re- 
mer. Should he or should he not have kept that 
ty, thoughtless promise? I do not see how anyone 
be in doubt as to what he should have done. He 
ald have humbled himself and openly admitted that 
had made a sad mistake. He did wrong in making 
a a reckless, far-reaching promise. Should he now 
imit a still’ greater wrong in order to keep a bad 
nise? 


Then a Protestant, in the presence of a priest, signs 
‘inted promise to the ef‘ect that, should a kind provi- 
ce make him a parent, he will rear his children in a 
h in which he professes not to believe, that is a rash 
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promise pressed upon him at a time when, as a rule, 
the youth little realizes the far-reaching consequences 
of his promise. The saying is true that love is blind, 
and to press from a young man or woman in that hour 
of infatuation such a far-reaching promise is certainly 
taking an undue advantage of that person. At the time 
few realize how much is involved in that promise. 


Of course, if the so-called Protestant has no real con- 
victions as to what is truth and what is error, it is a 
matter of indifference to him, and the religious training 
of his children will never weigh very heavily on his 
conscience. But suppose by God’s grace he experiences 
a real change of heart. The enormity of his rash prom- 
ise now begins to dawn upon him. He has pledged to 
rear his offspring in a faith which he now knows to be 
grossly false. He is to teach his child to believe that he 
can merit grace by works of penance: imposed upon him 
by a priest instead of confidently depending solely on 
the grace of God as offered through the atonement 
which is ours in Christ Jesus, our divine Redeemer. 
He is to tell that dear child of his own bosom that after 
baptism he can find forgiveness only through the sacra- 
ment of penance administered by a properly ordained 
priest, and hence there is no salvation for him apart 
from a priest. He is to teach his child to pray to a de- 
parted human being and thus to commit what he knows 
to be nothing short of idolatry. Can he do this with a 
good conscience? When he awakens to the enormity 
of his youthful mistake he will humbly confess it be- 
fore God and man, and to be true to his God and his 
conscience he cannot do otherwise than repudiate that 
careless promise, repent of it, and plead for pardon. 


In this connection I think I should warn against mixed 
marriages, especially where there is such a vast dif- 
ference as between a Roman Catholic and a Lutheran. 
Of course, if those who marry have no real convictions, 
if they are only nominal Christians, they may get along 
fairly well together. But if they are sincere in what 
they profess to believe concerning their soul’s salvation 
they can never be one in the most essential thing of life, 
and it will bring about bitter strife and heartache, es- 
pecially if children are born to them. And what will 
become of the children reared under such circumstan- 
ces? About 20 per cent will faithfully follow either 
father or mother; the rest will, as a rule, be indifferent 
or even bitter against all religion and thus swell the 
great number of the unchurched who are on the broad 
road leading to perdition. 


SOCEM OCOLOOOOOIE LOLOL CE OGLE LOCO CLE LE EEL CUGGE LEG EGE LEE LLG LE LEE LE LG LEG ELE LE GEESE CLL SS 


TOOK OK OKO ROKK OK OK ROK 
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FALSE RELIGIONS 


Biblical Christianity has something definite to say 
about humility and adversity. But these teachings run 
counter to the teachings of many cults that man here 
and now can be happy and healthy and prosperous and 
not only be like God but even be God! One of these 
cults is Unity, one out of many rooted ina New Thought 
Movement. 


New Thought 

Dr. F. A. Mesmer (1733-1815), who was run out of 
the city of Vienna because of his method of treating his 
patients, has been considered the father of New 
Thought. He believed in what he called animal magne- 
tism. In Paris he caused a tremendous sensation which 
excited Europe for a few years. In England a doctor re- 
studied Mesmerism and called it hypnotism. “Dr.” P. 
P. Quimby, the watchmaker from Maine, was the first 
one on this side of the Atlantic to take up Memerism. 
He was the man who had healing influence on the 
mother of Christian Science and Christian Science 
taught Unity a lesson or two. New Thought, including 
Mesmerism, Christian Science and Unity, claims to ef- 
fect bodily cure’ by mental approach, although Mr. 
Quimby and Mrs. Eddy both seem to have died of stom- 
ach ulcers, which they themselves were not able to cure. 


’ Mr. and Mrs. Fillmore 


While Mrs. Eddy was organizing Christian Science in 
the East, Mr. and Mrs. Fillmore were advancing Divine 
Unity in the Middle West. Undoubtedly the Fillmores 
stole fire from the flame burning on the altar of Chris- 
tian Science. 

Charles Fillmore as a child was a cripple from a hip 
disease, which had shortened his right leg. Besides, he 
had a curvature of the spine and was deaf in the right 
ear. His wife suffered from tuberculosis. Together with 
their children they sought health in Texas and Colorado, 
but only in vain. They came to Kansas City, where 
Mr. Fillmore first made a fortune through real estate 
dealings but soon was left without a penny through a 
period of deflation. 

This gave Myrtle Fillmore an opportunity, just as 
the family had sunk to the lowest level of gloom. She 
became inspired. Just how the inspiration came, no one 
knows. Perhaps she visualized prosperity and happiness. 
A new outlook on life gripped her. During her period 
of adversity it had come to her that there must be a 
supreme power “operating upon a fixed divine law, and 
that this law, applied in faith and faithfully, must of 
necessity set aside all negative and destructive agen- 
cies.” The law and its application worked. Her tuber- 
culosis vanished as did the ailments of the children, and 
she began to treat her friends by the newly discovered 
method. “Sickness and poverty became only as bad 
dreams. In their place health and ability to work reign- 
ed. And Charles Fillmore, grasping the full meaning of 
this divine law, began to help her in her ministrations, 
reaping much benefit, physically, mentally and materi- 
ally? 
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THE CHURCH OF DIVINE UN 
By M. Jorgensen: 


collect one penny at the time but the one penny 
other pennies by the thousands, a building lot was” 
lected, an adequate structure was erected, the 
spread for “each person who is helped by Unity pas 
the news to others.’ Soon another building lot % 
structure were needed, and a third one—even one ¢ 
ering more than a thousand acres, located east of 
sas City and with sufficient gas and oil to supply the 
stitution. 

Unity and it’s Significance . 

Mrs. Fillmore seems to be responsible for the ni 
“Unity.” As she was musing one night regarding a ne 
which symbolizes the sympathy for all movements | 
ing in the uplift of humanity, she thought of the w 
unity and it stuck. The name suggests not only the ¢ 
ness of man and God, but also the solidarity of a 
ligions. For “Unity is not a sect or a church, 
school of investigating and demonstrating the scien 
principle taught by Jesus, and for giving instruct 
regarding these principles.” 

A prominent member of the cult has endorsed 
definition: “Unity seems to teach that the body is 
and that you cannot be sick, because your ‘body, 
God, cannot be sick.—Theologically described, G 
is essentially materialistic pantheism.” 

Unity at Work 

A part of the discipline offered to the members of 
cult is to repeat over and over this formula: “I am t 
I am; I am spirit; I am life; I am the Christ; I know 
evil: I deny all sin and sickness; I have all power; I 
God manifest in the flesh.” 

Each month Unity publishes a small booklet, wh 
carries a choice thought for each day and which is ¢ 
faced by this admonition: “Carry this thought v 
you!” Here is a sample of the choice thoughts: “I 
pend upon God in his infinite justice to adjust and 
harmonize all of my affairs. Injustice is strictly a n 
ter of personal consciousness and when we are est 
lished in spiritual consciousness we are free from 
justice.” 

Every day at noon and every night at nine the memk 
of the cult seek silence to mediate on the Hea 
Thought, the Prosperity Thought, and the Golden We 
sent out from headquarters. 

The cult seems to appeal to the discouraged, the 
happy and “all who wish to grow more prosperous 
successful.” It supplies answers to questions like th 
How to pass examinations—how to acquire a mat 
how to spiritualize the sex life, in brief on any ques’ 
pertaining to the purse or the heart. 

Phonographic records are sold or rented, one of wl 
offers this suggestion: Can you imagine anything n 
desirable, were you moving into a new house, thar 
have Charles Fillmore dedicate it? Or you might v 
to have “the Sweethearts of the Air” to sing for you 
the Garden” accompanied with stringed instrument 


. 
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| CHURCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 


jus Thanksgiving Appeal 

othing Urged By LWR 

eran World Relief’s annual 
Isgiving Clothing Appeal will be 
| om November 20 to 27, it was 
ed here by Bernard A. Confer, 
ive secretary of LWR, the Na- 
‘Lutheran Council’s material aid 


Par complex world the simple 
‘often carry special significance. 
who goes cold, a clothing gift 
an effective witness. Given to 
hy person without asking for any- 
iin return, clothing makes plain 
faristian concern,” he said in an 
to all Lutheran congregations. 
appeal urged congregations to 
fenge your people to exittend the 
cof love in lands where people 
” and ‘make your church a de- 
m gathering of the gifts through 
ssgiving week in November.” 

Board of World Relief of the 
-an Church-Missouri Synod is al- 
sing Missouri Synod congrega- 
to gather clothing at the same 
sand it is hoped that Lutherans 

denominations will cooperate 
aking joint shipments to LWR 
pouses to move the gifts as eco- 
ally as possible, Mr. Confer point- 
, 
2 in previous years, LWR will 
ne freight on full carload lots of 
clothing, and many state and lo- 
qganizations are sponsoring co- 
five drives with a view to ship- 
one or more boxcars to a LWR 
.ouse, the executive secretary ex- 
od. 
Fadded that last fall Lutherans of 
ka, Nebraska, led all other groups 
Inding five boxcars of clothing to 
» warehouses. 

total 2,511,703 pounds gathered 
"hanksgiving was about four per 
wess than the result of the 1953 
tsgiving appeal, Mr. Confer went 
lking all congregations that “the 
mge of this Samaritan program 
ought to church members with re- 
. vigor.” 


nsunity Planners Urged 
‘o Neglect Churches 


‘quate provision for places of 
lip is one of the most important 
ts of city planning, the Rev. Jo- 
. Merchant of New York, ex- 
ve director of the National Coun- 
* Churches’ Department of the 
4 Church said at Montreal. 
addressed the annual conven- 
if the American Society of Plan- 
| Officials and Yhe community 
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Planning Association of Canada. 

Mr. Merchant warned that man’s 
need for “a faith to live by” is so 
strong it will lead him to create his 
own religion and worship false deities 
if the church is not available to help 
him meet the pressures and tensions 
ot modern urban living. 

Regardless of the excellence of city 
plans and facilities, he said, this need 
will never be properly met in a com- 
munity which lacks sufficient pro- 
vision for places of worship. 

He noted, however, that city plan- 
ners and church leaders now are work- 
fing more closely together than ever 
before in blueprinting plans for church- 
es in community development. 

“Churches are a basic social asset 
and should be regarded as an integral 
part of community life,” he said. “No 
matter what conveniences a community 
offers—park systems of surpassing 
beauty, recreational spaces at every 
door, relocation of slum families in 
light, airy homes—these by themselves 
will not assure that the needs of the 
people will be met.” 


Churches Criticized For 
Delay In Integration 

The Christian world mission would 
take on new stature if churches would 
speed up racial integration in their own 
congregations, the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the United Lutheran Church 
in America was told by Dr. Robert 
E. Van Deusen, Washington secretary 
for the Division of Public Relations of 
the National Lutheran Council. He 
was sharply critical of American 
churches in the matter of race relations. 

“The tragedy is that in the realm of 
practice, it has been other groups that 
have led the way,’ Dr. Van Deusen 
said. “Labor, business, sports, enter- 
tainment, government, have done the 
pioneering. Court decisions have out- 
run the Christian conscience in ex- 
tending equal rights to Negroes.” 

He said it was not too late for the 
Christian church ito make “a determ- 
ined and courageous effort to speed 
up the process of racial integration.” 
“Tf all excuses and defenses were 
dropped,” he added, “and people, as 
people, without regard to color, were 
made welcome in our pulpits, in our 
pews, at our communion tables, on 
our church membership rolls, in our 
Sunday schools, in our Women’s Mis- 
sionary Societies, the effect would be 
terrific. 

“Christian leaders in the younger 
churches of Asia and Africa could stop 
apologizing for their western  col- 


leagues, and the Christian world mis- 
sion would take on new stature,” Dr, 
Van Deusen said. 

He said segregation in Christian 
churches has had “a profound and of- 
ten unrecognized effect” upon Chris- 
tian missions. 

“Growing antagonism to western 
missionaries in Asia and Africa has 
as one of its factors the knowledge 
that in many churches in the United 
States, dark-skinned people are not 
welcome. 

“The advances which have been 
made in race relations in the past few 
years provide one of the mest effec- 
tive answers tothe exaggerated charg- 
es of communist propaganda. The 
teachings of Christianity have made 
a major contribution to the spread of 
the idea of racial brotherhood.” 


RSV Marks 3rd Anniversary 

Dr. Luther A. Weigle, chairman of 
the Committee of 32 Protestant schol- 
ars that labored 15 years to produce 
a Bible in “the language of today,” 
marked the eve of the third anniver- 
sary of the Revised Standard Version 
by calling for its wider use in the to- 
tal life of churches. 

Pausing from his labors on the Apoc- 
rypha, Dr. Luther A. Weigle, dean 
emeritus of Yale Divinity School and 
chairman of the Standard Bible Com- 
mittee of the National Council of 
Churches, expressed opposition to use 
by the churches of different versions 
—the old and the new. 

Noting that more and more church- 
es are using the RSV exclusively, Dean 
Weigle said that the use of old versions 
as well as the RSV “would separate 
pulpit and pew, worship and life.” 

The practice, he said, “would pre- 
vent the newer versions from acquir- 
ing those associations in worship which 
are indispensable to its full meaning 
for the lives of those who read it.” 

At the same time Dr. Weigle made 
public the record of acceptance of the 
RSV since it was given to the people 
in 3,300 community observances three 
years ago. 

By August 30 this year, the sales of 
RSV had passed the 3,600,000 mark, 
he reported, thus outdistancing all 
other books as the world’s best seller 
of all times. Every thirty seconds ev- 
ery 24 hours of the day another copy 
is sold. 

In addition, 2,601,805 RSV New Test- 
aments which first appeared in 1946 
and 805,634 children’s Bibles, publish- 
ed in January, 1954, have been sold. 

Indicating the increasing use of the 
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RSV in church life, Dean Weigle said 
it is now used exclusively for Sunday 
schools of 15 denominations with an 
enrollment of 15,000,000 in the United 
States and Canada. 


So, African Presbyterians Reject 
Proposal To Invite Graham 


Capetown, So. Africa—The General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
of South Africa, at its annual meetin'g 
here, rejected a proposal that Ameri- 
can evangelist Billy Graham be invit- 
ed to conduct a campaign in this coun- 
try. 

One of the leading speakers against 
the proposal was the Rev. H. H. Mun- 
ro who charged that “the content of 
Mr. Graham’s message is nil.” 

“The United States has nothing to 
teach the rest of the world about the 
life of the spirit—not because it is 
materialist but because it is funda- 
mentally adolescent,’ he said. “We 
have nothing to learn from a campaign 
which excels only in its ability to sell 
any article at all if only enough is 
spent on publicity.” 

Replying to this, the Rev. Emlyn 
Jones said it “makes me sad to think 
that Christian ministers can talk a- 
bout a colleague the way we have been 
doing.’ 

“Here is a man that can do some- 
thing that none of us is ‘able to do,” 
he said, “not a single one of us.” 

Dr. Galvin Cook asked “who are 
we to adopt a ‘holier than thou’ at- 
titude where the American evangelist 
is concerned. He urged that the As- 
sembly not “pass judgment on some- 
thing we don’t know enough about.” 


HOW TO MEET TEMPTATION 
By Gilbert Laws 


Divine help in temptation will not 
be experienced against our will, nor 
without our desire and co-operation. 
We must do our part, and must know 
how to do it. 

Temptation gets into the heart 
through the mind, and it is therefore 
in the mind that we must meet the 
enemy. “Keep thy heart with all dil- 
igence for out of it are the issues of 
life.’ So says the Old Testament. “Out 
ot the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness, blasphemies; these are 
the things which defile a man.” So said 
Jesus, in words so awful that we shud- 
der to copy them. 

Think what happened in the first 
temptation in the Bible, Eve went off 
and looked at the forbidden fruit— 
no harm in looking! Then she handled 
it—no harm in touching! Then the 
fruit came off in her hand! Then she 
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and Adam ate it, and went and hid 
themselves from the presence of the 
Lord. Luther said that if Eve had not 
been alone, if Adam and she had been 
together, neither would have listen- 
ed to the tempter for a moment. There 
is a solitude which opens the gate to 
the devil. What is not welcomed by 
the mind will never get into the heart. 
and what has no place in the heart 
will never get into the life. Shut the 
gate! 

Fill the mind with good, for an 
empty mind is a standing temptation 
to the devil to come in. Hence the A- 
postle says “Whaitsoever things are 
true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and of 
good report, think on these things.” 
If the mind is filled with admiration 
of such noble and gracious things there 
will be no room for thoughts which 
corrupt or imaginations that inflame 
base passions. Nature, we are told, ab- 
hors a vacuum. So does grace. But 
Satan loves a vacuum and can usual- 
ly find a way into vacant minds and 
vagrant affections. 

But better even than our own best 
thoughts will be the confidence that 
Christ’s sympathy is with us and His 
succour offered to us in our tempta- 
tions. Begin the day with the uplifting 
of the mind to Him in heaven. Let 
our first thoughts be of Him, and our 
first words be addressed to Him for 
grace to meet the day’s duties and 
dangers in His strength. Then let no 
day close without reference to Him, 
with thanks for every victory, and 
confession of every failure. Sleep on 
those last thoughts of Him, and wake 
in the morning still in His presence.. 
Days that are linked together in this 
sacred intimacy with Jesus will be 
good days. His ‘spirit will dwell within 
us, and our own best prayers will be 
part of the intercession He ever makes 
in heaven for His trusting ones on 
earth, 

Condensed from “The Christian” 


So timeless are the biblical pictures 
of God’s sovereignty that every age 
has found its own condition reflected 
there. In describing Roman life from 
A.D. 400 to 500, when the Gothic 
hordes swept down from the north, a 
historian turned to Revelation. “I do 
not understand that book,” he wrote, 
“but I do say plainly, though I cannot 
interpret the book, that the book has 
interpreted the times to me, Its awful 
metaphors give me more living and 
accurate pictures of what went on 
than Gibbon’s faithful details can 
give.”—From. “Do You Understand the 
Bible?” by J. Carter Swaim (West- 
minster) 
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From Worship to Action 

Raphael’s painting, ‘“Transfig 
tion,” is described by some as 
greatest of all art. In it are 
scenes—in reality, two pictures in 
The upper half forms the backgrt 
and the transfiguration scene: the 
diance of the clouds, the Master 
the disciples, with the representat 
of the law and the prophets. The | 
ec half shows the group in the val 
disciples of weak faith and confus 
the suffering lad and his anguis 
parents. 

The picture is one of contrasts. 
reminds us that we must desc 
from the mount of worship to the > 
ley of service. We cannot walk \ 
uplifted eyes and folded hands thro 
this sin-blighted world. Our songs 
praise must never be allowed to d 
en us to the calls of human n 
Prayerful meditation or thrills of} 
ecstasy must have their compleme! 
action. —Excha 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 

The evening service was also uni 
No speaker was assigned. The mee 
took the form of free testimony — 
exhortation. Praise, confession of 
hope for the future, and the glory 
our mission was the tenor of e 
message. : 

The day was unique and blessed 
was refreshing, edifying, informa’ 
and distinctly “different” and cel 
lenging. 


IOWA DISTRICT W.M:S. 

The annual meeting of the Ie 
District Women’s Missionary Soci 
was held on Saturday, Sept. 10, 1! 
at Graettinger in conjunction with 
district convention at St. Paul’s ] 
theran Church. ‘ 

A welcome was given by Mrs. . 
thur Sorensen of Graettinger. De 
tions were conducted iby Mrs. Ern 
Duus also of Graettinger. Two che 
selections were rendered by the Ri 
sted Women’s Chorus. 

Mrs. H. Irving Petersen, preside 
called the business meeting to oré 
The revised constitution was read € 
presented to the group prior to be 
voted upon at the 1956 meeting. 
statistical secretary was added to 
executive board. 

The W.M.S. project for the folle 
ing year is $500—to go for Home MW 
sion Equipment and $500 for Mr. ¢ 
Mrs. Donald Wahlgrens’ salary. 

The following officers were elect 
Mrs. Everett Hagedorn of Royal, pr 
ident; Mrs. John Sortedahl of Aw 
bon, recording secretary, and Mrs. 
fred Westergaard of Graettinger, 
tistical secretary. 

It was decided to present the re 
ing officers with life membership p 


(Continued on page 15) 
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“LOOKING AT 


t on your glasses and come with me! We're going 
e a look at the church. No, it’s not a new church, 
rely it doesn’t have to be a new church to de- 
our attention. To hear some peoples’ opinions you 
think it was the newness and the phenomenal in 
ch that merits attention. Not at all, for the church 
h is very old and still very significant. I want to 
tention to things other than architecture, too, for 
urch is certainly other and more than a mere 
ing.” 
dispose of the subject of church buildings today, 
ese comments. If it is true that the church is sig- 
t in life today it is right, then that it be found on 
pest streets, our most accessible corners. Builders 
argue that the church depreciates properties ad- 
to itself, and home mission committees have a 
‘getting the sites they want in the new housing 
in consequence. Keep the church out where it 
1ands notice. It deserves attention from all of us, 
ill too many forget about it. Contemporary lines 
hitecture are in vogue for churches as for busi- 
, and this is a reassurance that the church is itself 
the times.” However, let us be sure that whether 
uilding fits our community or not, our faith and 
essage must fit and must be contemporary. Would 
udge that the church fits in the right places? Be 
hat it can! 
subject before us, viz. the church, is getting quite 
.@ more attention than it used to have. No longer is 
versation only for the “little flock” in American 
unities, but over half the families of our fair land 
to hold membership in some church and to par- 
‘te in some measure. A recent survey in an older 
‘borhood of Denver turned up 82% of the homes 
‘ing some church affiliation. Good society expects 
known as church-goers and church-interested 
Ke. 
ay require another kind of glasses, but while we 
oking at the church let us ask if the outward signs 
ularity for the church are also signs of popularity 
e Lord of the church? Is faith in Jesus Christ com- 
‘in our land when church membership is common? 
1 where I sit I cannot see that this is a parallelism. 
7 church members give appearance of not even be- 
llowers of our Lord, at least their following is so 
hind as to be mixed with the unconcerned and un- 
ible. Church reports each year list an average of 
or more “dropped memberships.” If there were not 
fforts to pick up members regularly, why in ten 
; more than half of the members would be gone. 
ears is an awfully short time in the life of the 
h! Do we really replace half our members each ten 
:2 Are there 50% and more whose interest is that 
liable they show up on our “dropped” lists in a 
decade? This one revelation would testify that our 
is not so popular yet today. 
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THE CHURCH” 


By H. Leonard Andersen 


Evangelism has gained a prominent place in most 
church programs, and certainly it is. needed in every 
community. What is the nature of the effort as you see 
it? Are men confronted with Christ, or with an organ- 
ization? Too many report that their evangelism pro- 
gram was an enlistment and not a commitment, a “show 
yourself” campaign instead of a “know yourself” con- 
frontation. The program is worthy and the real business 
of the church, but it must not stop short of Christ’s pur- 
pose, to save souls through the ship He has launched. 


Also on the list of prominent programs today is the 
new emphasis on stewardship and proportionate giving. 
With ever-expanding budgets and the largest church- 
building programs of history there must be more sources 
of funds and larger gifts. Stewardship on the order of 
that advocated in our “Forward with Christ” effort is 
the ideal, but are most of us ready for the challenge? Is 
awareness of need the only impetus required among 
Christians? No, I fear it is more our neighbor’s example 
that determines what we give. Perhaps we had too few 
really good examples. Our government conducts loyalty 
courts and thereby it is revealed that many who profess 
one thing really give themselves to another. Further, 
there are those given positions of responsibility who use 
their positions selfishly and arrogantly. They are not so 
easy to expose or depose. The many positions in the 
church both local and extra-local give rise to great 
temptations akin to those of people in government trust. 
I am afraid a careful examination of the church would 
expose the need for loyalty courts among us even in 
church. This isn’t the most pleasant part of our examin- 
ation. 


Church members are urged to be “doers of the word 
and not hearers only,” to be “in the world, but not of 
the world,” to be their “brother’s keeper.” Jesus used the 
allegory of being salt and of being light in the world for 
His disciples. The example and the leadership which He 
attributed to His disciples are therefore the attributes 
of a true Christian church in this world. Salt on a fest- 
ering sore kicks up quite a furor, light turned upon an 
area accustomed to darkness sets many feet scurrying, a 
good and unselfish example will always become a tar- 
get for abuse, and any leader will find plenty of persons 
who are unwilling to follow. In the light of these experi- 
ences how can a faithful church ever be a popular 
church? Are we not expecting too much when we seek 
the esteem of this world for the church? If the church 
is popular and esteemed should we not hold suspicions 
that the salt has lost its taste, the light its brilliance, the 
example its distinction, and the leader his place? As I 
look at the church I see reasons for such suspicions 
and fears of compromise. No, it is not a dark picture, 
but one full of many facets of light. They only need 
more chances to shine and more to hold them in place. 
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Let Us Put Our House In Order 


By K. M. Matthiesen 


Thanks to the editor of The Ansgar Lutheran we com- 
mon folks are kept informed about the progress of the 
merger negotiations. I presume that as far as the UELC 
is concerned, the merger could be consummated at next 
year’s convention, we are that sure about getting a good 
and a strong church which will seek to perpetuate the 
ideals we have held these many years. 


That the Union Committee has a great responsibility, 
of that we are all sure. It is not an easy task to formu- 
late Articles of Union, Constitution and By-Laws for 
the emerging church. There must be many important 
decisions made and even legal difficulties solved be*ore 
we can actually function as a corporate union. Perhaps 
many of us do not know that each merging body must 
in the time between now and 1959 put its House in 
Order. That means that there must be enough funds on 
hand to meet such commitments as that body has itself 
made. In this article I want to illustrate this idea by giv- 
ing one example. 


But Our Pensions? 


We, in the UELC have promised to pay to our retired 
and retiring pastors and their widows a certain pension. 
I believe we officially said a minimum of $600.00 a year 
at our last convention. When our next convention final- 
ly adopts this it will become an obligation not only 
now, but as long as our pastors and their widows will 
have to depend upon a synodical grant. It has been ex- 
plained to us in the literature used in the Forward with 
‘Christ Appeal that we as a UELC will have to raise at 
least One Hundred Thousand Dollars to prefund our 
Pension Fund in order to keep our word to these pas- 
tors and their widows. 


One third of the money from the Forward with Christ 
Appeal or $100,000.00 would be set aside for the pay- 
ment of such pensions. Now we as a UELC are a united 
church. That means that when we make a promise at 
our convention we all want to keep that promise. We 
are not fickle or unreliable. I am sure that there is not 
a congregation and very few individuals if any, in 
Synod, who would want to go back on their word. 


Yet! After the 18 weeks period of Forward with 
Christ, from May 15 and until now, the Treasurer of 
Synod reports that only about $30,000.00 is available 
in the Forward with Christ Treasury for Pensions. This 


A Pensioner 


is not even one-third of the amout required. Some ¢ 
gregations have done very well to. date. “Well dor 
shall be said to them. Some congregations had to pc 
pone their ingathering because of local building p 
jects. I am sure that they will do what is expected 
them and I am also sure that the congregations wh 
have done but little will make another attempt to ke 
their word when they realize that this is a matter 
sacred honor. The burden is not too heavy to lift. Th 
were no quotas set, no one should be publicly shamed 
having its deficiency published in the church paper. I 
that does not do away with a responsibility which we 
a UELC have taken upon ourselves in regard to p 
sions. I repeat—no quotas were set, but you are all 
ware of the fact that a mere average of $10.00 fr 
every confirmed member would put us over the tor 
If we are determined to merge with other Luther 
let us be as determined that we shall not come into 
merger as beggars who are asking their bigger broth 
to pay our obligations for us. The time is getting shor 
The opportunities to discharge our obligations n 
never be better. Let us put our house in order for 
merger! You can help to do this through FORWA 
WITH CHRIST. 
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WASHINGTON 
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MEMORANDUM 


Hearing on the Bill of Rights 


By Robert E. 


ough Congress is not in session for several months 
year, the committees of Congress keep busy. There 
de public interest in a series of hearings to be held 
lhe Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights of the 
{te Judiciary Committee. The purpose of the hear- 
jis to review the Bill of Rights, with its guarantees 
reedom of religion, of speech, of the press, and of as- 
ily, in order to measure present-day performance 
gst the original promises. Special attention will be 
_to the loyalty-security system, to see whether it 
infringed unduly on civil liberties. 


* special interest to church groups was the plan to 
the series of hearings on the Bill of Rights with a 
#fledged discussion of religious freedom and the re- 
w#nship between church and state. It has just been 
punced, however, that hearings on this phase of the 
kect have been indefinitely postponed. The subcom- 
see staff has apparently concluded that the wide dif- 
mee in viewpoint between Roman Catholic and Pro- 
tant leaders makes the subject of church-state re- 
mshirs too hot to handle in public hearings. 


e basis of discussion was to have been the first 
of the First Amendment: “Congress shall make no 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibit- 
the free exercise thereof.” In laying the groundwork 
the hearings, the staff sent a questionaire 
selected church leaders. The purpose of 
method was apparently to avoid undue discus- 
_ by asking leaders of the several faiths to state their 
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convictions in tabulated form, without a clash of opinion 
in public hearings. The subcommittee planned to ana- 
lyze and compile the results for their records. 

The implications of the questionaire, however, were 
too important to be soft-pedaled. Protestant church 
leaders began asking questions of their own. Who draft- 
ed the questionaire? Were church leaders of my faith 
called in to help word the questions? What type of 
legislation was envisioned as a result of the hearings? 
Was a re-thinking of the principle of separation of 
church and state implied in the questionaire? If so, 
what would be the direction of the proposed change? 

Protestant leaders pointed out to the legislators that 
they were treading on highly controversial ground. 
They warned that a brief week of hearings would not 
be enough to cover adequately the basic problems rais- 
ed by the questionaire, and that the variety of convic- 
tions held by various Protestant churches would make 
it necessary to hear representatives of many groups. 
They predicted that the whole subject would be sen- 
sationalized by the press, rather than receiving the 
sober study and judgement which it deserves. 

Somewhat surprised by the excitement which they 
had stirred up, the subcommittee changed its plans and 
called off the hearings. Instead, they planned to move 
on to the next item on the agenda, freedom of speech 
and of the press. Again, a branch of government had 
learned the hard way that Protestants are capable of 
becoming aroused when the subject of religious free- 
dom is under discussion. 


BUOK REVIEWS 


of Dr. Schiotz as president of the 


daring but rather successful thing. 


ry Abdel Ross Wentz, Muhlenberg 
35, 430 pages, $5.00. 
my student of Lutheranism in A- 
‘ica will be happy for this book by 
Wentz. It contains a wealth of in- 
mation objectively presented. The 
ment that you look at the table 
contents you become intrigued. It 
37 chapters, divided into six 
ts. Let me mention the parts: 1. In 
ynial times; 2. At the birth of the 
ion; 3. In the youth of the republic: 
In a period of eternal discord; 5. 
the days of big business; 6. In an 
of larger units. The first five parts 
es us up from colonial times to 
0. The last part starts with the 
r 1910 and takes us up to the pres- 
time of 1954. The author has come 
far that he records the election 


E.L.C. in 1954. 

The author has traced the Lutheran 
church in its different parts from be- 
ginning till modern times. He does 
that on the basis of the background 
and social cultural situation in which 
the church: finds itself. I find that the 
last part of 1910 is very interesting 
because it deals with the bigger 
bodies, their development and their 
present position as far as fellowship 
is concerned. The 36th chapter treats 
recent moves toward Lutheran union 
and in the 37th chapter it discusses 
the Lutherans in the modern ecumeni- 
cal movement. I am certain that the 
book will be found on many pastors’ 
shelves in the future. J.M.J. 


One More River to Cross 

..By Winalee Gentry, 

Press, 237 pages, $3.50. 
The writer of this book has done a 


Westminister 


The wife of an engineer who has set 
out to describe the courtship and mar- 
ried life as well as the different dif- 
ficulties, joys and sorrows that the 
couple experience in their many dif- 
ferent kinds of work, as the husband 
tried to forge ahead. This story is well 
told and you cannot help but admire 
pretty Mrs. Gentry as she describes 
the different situations in which they 
find themselves in the oil and gas 
country. Sometimes they live in houses 
or sometimes in a tent, sometimes in a 
shack, but nothing could disturb her 
optimistic spirit. 


The book might well describe the 
adventures or experiences of many a 
newly married couple. Or perhaps I 
should say the first ten years of a 
young ambitious couple’s life. I only 
find this to criticize:—Mrs. Gentry as 


(Continued on page 13) 
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October 17, 195 


John W. Nielsen, Edito 


INTO HIS WORD 


A Study of the Book of Amos 


By John W. Nielsen 
Read: Amos 9 


Amos had five visions. In the first four he beheld 
symbols like the plumb line and the basket of summer 
fruit that were related to the message he was about to 
proclaim. In the fifth, he beholds God Himself standing 
beside the false altar and commanding that it be de- 
stroyed. His reference to “capitals’ and “thresholds” 
implies that this place of false worship is to be ruined 
from top to bottom. Those who worship there will perish 
just as the people of Gaza perished when Samson tore 
down their temple! Those who escape from the ruin 
will die by the sword even though they attempt to hide 
themselves. God will not be mocked, and He who is 
everywhere present will ferret them out of their hiding 
places to visit their iniquity upon them. Verses 2-4, like 
those of Psalm 139, reveal that there is no hiding from 
God. He is everywhere present. 


To silence those who might daringly question whether 
He really possesses such power and omnipresence, God 
reminds them that His touch causes the earth to melt, 
the people to mourn, and the affairs of the world to 
swell and ebb like the raging waters of the Nile. He 
has made the heavens and the earth, and it is He who 
sends the rains. He is the Lord! 


He is still the Lord, and somehow, although we can- 
not comprehend it, He is working mysteriously also in 
our day through the doings of men and the happenings 
of nature. 


For centuries the people of Israel had prided them- 
selves in the fact that they were a chosen and favored 
nation. Now God announces that because they have 
been untrue to their covenant relationship, they mean 
no more to Him than the Ethiopians mean to them. He 
further shocks them by declaring that He is concerned 
with all peoples. He not only brought the Israelites up 
from Egypt, but the Philistines from Crete and the 
Syrians from Armenia. He is the Lord of the nations, 
and because He is the Lord, He will destroy this sinful 
nation. Yet He will not utterly destroy, and here comes 


the hopeful note that resounds throughout all Ok 
Testament prophecy. Although God will not be mocked 
it is not man’s death but his salvation that He desires 
God never arbitrarily condemns anyone; man condemn 
himself through his unbelief. God is about to shak 
Israel in a sieve. That which is lacking shall fall int 
destruction, but nothing else shall perish, only thos 
who self-confidently trust in themselves. 


How the heart of Amos must have sung within him 
he pointed to the glorious future that awaited God! 
people. Uncompromisingly he had had to condemn thei 
sin and injustice. Sternly he had had to announce thei 
destruction and exile. Now confidently he could promis 
the faithful remnant a return and God’s blessing. 
true house of David would be restored as it was intend 
ed to be, and it would reach out to include all nation 
called by God. Simeon caught this vision as he held th 
infant Jesus and referred to Him as “a light for revela 
tion to the Gentiles, and for glory to thy people Israel. 
Jesus revealed it when He said, “Go therefore and mak 
disciples of all nations...” Paul believed it when h 
wrote, “a hardening has come upon part of Israel, unti 
the full number of the Gentiles come in, and so al 
Israel will be saved...” 


In that day of restoration the blessing of God wil 
dwell upon His people. So abundant shall be the harves 
that the plowman shall overtake the reaper; the treade 
of grapes, him who sows. The mountains shall drip win 
and the gardens be lush with fruit. The cities shall bi 
restored and the vineyards replanted. Those whom Gok 
will restore none shall pluck out. 


In human fashion we ask, when will this occur? Witl 
the return from Babylon? In the modern Jewish stat 
at Tel Aviv? In the centuries that still lie ahead? h 
part, yes. But fully and gloriously, only when Chris 
returns in triumph. 


His message completed, Amos the provhet returns t 
the flocks and groves awaiting him at Tekoa, but hi 
message lives on. God is not to be trifled with. Unfaith 
fulness and injustice will finally be punished. The wick 
ed, though they may prosper for a while, will be de 
stroyed. The innocent must often suffer with the guilty 
God will not forsake His own, but will restore them an 
bestow His blessing upon them. This message from Go 
proclaimed by the Shepherd Prophet must still soun 
forth, even in Twentieth Century America. 
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THE HYMNS YOUTH LOVES TO SING 

vo more Minnesota leagues join the hymn poll this 

for further changes in the standings. With Bloom- 

rairie and Owatonna reporting their tabulations, 

She For Jesus,” a hymn far down the list makes 

#ippearance among the top hymns as this week’s 

Hth favorite. “Beautiful Savior” and “Holy, Holy, 

” continue in the first and second spots. “Onward, 

stian Soldiers” moves to fifth place passing “Just 

Am” and “Rock Of Ages.’ 

. Beautiful Saviour (28) 

. Holy, Holy, Holy (12) 

. The Old Rugged Cross (11) 

Living For Jesus (10) 

. Onward, Christian Soldiers (9) 

. A Mighty Fortress (8) 

. Just As I Am (8) 

|8. Rock Of Ages (8) 

9. Faith Of Our Fathers (7) 

vo hymns, “Built On The Rock” and “Praise To The 

#1”, slip from the listing. Four other hymns, “Love 

Ine”, “My God, How Wonderful Thou Art”, “My 

#:s, I Love Thee’, and “Our Father Has Light In His 

Mow’, just miss being listed. 

our leagues and fifty-one leaguers have voted thus 

1 Have you? 

femember the rules: 1) At some Luther League 

ing have each leaguer list the five hymns he would 

most to have sung at church during this season of 

church year. 2) Have someone, perhaps the secre- 

-, compile the results. 3) Send the complete results, 

m though many hymns will have only a single vote, 
ymn Poll, c/o Rev. John W. Nielsen, 316 N. Plum 

Northfield, Minnesota. 4) Be sure to include the 

ne of your church and the number of leaguers vot- 
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MEET OUR SECRETARY 

. sparkling personality and a warm faith character- 
‘our new Synodical Luther League Secretary, Kathy 
Lisen. 

commenting on her new position she writes, “I am 
eful to God for the many spiritual blessings He be- 
upon me daily. It is a blessing to be in His service. 
His will be done. His hands are our hands.” 
Lathy’s hands are serving her Lord not only as L. L. 
retary but also as vice-president of the Iowa District 
ther League and as assistant editor of the Little Lu 
wan, and they were busy in other capacities long be- 
= she accepted these positions. 

Jntil last Saturday those hands were busy as parish 
rker at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Atlantic, 
ya to which congregation she came in June 1953. 
-er November 6 when she will be married to John 
stad of Elk Horn they will be busy in establishing 
1 maintaining a Christian home. 

<athy, a native Nebraskan, was baptized and con- 
ned at Fredericksburg Lutheran Church at Minden. 
> attended Dana College for two years from Septem- 
- 1951 to June 1953 where she sang in the college 
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choir. While at Dana she belonged to the L.S. A., the 
History Club, and the Home Ec. Club besides being a 
member of the Hermes and Danian staffs and religious 
director of the women’s dormitory. In addition to her 
campus activities she assisted with the Junior League 
work at First Lutheran in Blair. 

This is the enthusiastic young lady who is our secre- 
tary. May God bless her in this work and in her mar- 
riage. 


OUR GOVERNORS’ CHURCH AFFILIATIONS 
There are forty-eight states, each with a governor. Of 
those forty-eight governors only four are Lutherans. 
The Methodists lead the list with thirteen governors. 
Next come the Episcopalians with ten. Slightly ahead 
of the Lutherans are the Baptists and Presbyterians 
with six and five respectively. Trailing the Lutherans 
are the Roman Catholics and Congregationalists with 
three each. Three other religions have a single repre- 
sentative. One governor lists no religious affiliation. 
The following list indicates the religious affiliation of 
the governors of the various states. 
METHODIST: Delaware, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Nebraska, 
North Carolina, South Dakota, Ten- 
nessee, Virginia, and West Virginia. 
EPISCOPAL: California, Florida, Maryland, Massa- 


chusetts, Michigan, Nevada, New 
Mexico, New York, Wisconsin, and 
Wyoming. 


BAPTIST: Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, and Texas. 
PRESBYTERIAN: Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Montana, and Washington. 

LUTHERAN: Colorado, Minnesota, North Dakota, 
and Pennsylvania. 

CONGREGATIONAL: New Hampshire, Oregon, and 

Vermont. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC: Maine, Ohio, and Rhode Island. 

CHRISTIAN: Missouri. 

PROTESTANT: Utah. 

Jewish: Connecticut. 

NO AFFILIATION: New Jersey. 


| LEAGUESS ARE ASKING | 


Do you think a mother and a father at the age of 48- 

54 understand the problems of a teen-age boy? 
Certainly parents know what the problems of teen- 
agers are because these problems recur in every age, 
and the parents also had them once. Parents might 
have a harder time understanding the solutions we teen- 
agers come up with because ethical customs vary so 
much from age to age. Parents should help the teen- 
agers solve their problems rather than offering ready- 
made solutions .The method of attacking problems, 
head-on and prayerfully, is something to pass on from 
age to age. With this method teen-agers can be entrust- 

ed to interpret problems according to the times. 
—Leaguer. 


< 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


BY THE 
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DARK MOOD 


I stand on a jagged and treacherous 
rock 
jetting out into the sea. 
All that I have been taught of good 
comes back to mock at me. 
The sea is as angry as ever could be. 
The waves crash upon the rock about 
me. 
The lightning flashes. 


The thunder crashes. 

The elements lash out at me, 

But I stand defiant and unafraid 

laughing at those who would make 

me weep. 

Enjoying the violence I’m compelled 
to seek. 

With the anger of generations engulf- 
ing me. 


Adelyn Kirkwood 
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HOW TO FACE YOUR TROUBLES 


Don’t run away from your troubles. 
Don’t magnify them. Don’t dwell on 
them, taking them to bed with you, 
spoiling your digestion by feeding up- 
on them all day, and making everybody 
unhappy by throwing their shadow 
upon them. But with a resolute, cour- 
ageous, and trustful spirit, take them 
to God in prayer and then go forth to 
meet and vanquish them, and you 
will find they are much less formid- 
able than you feared. 


An old farmer plowed around a 
rock in one of his fields for many 
years. He had grown actually morbid 
over it, for he had broken a cultivator 
and two plows, besides losing a lot of 
valuable land in its vicinity. One day, 
he made up his mind that he would 
dig it out and have done with it. Lo, 
when he put his crowbar under it, he 
found it was less than a foot thick and 
that he could loosen it with a trifling 
effort and carry it away in his wagon. 
He smiled to think how all through 
the years it had haunted him. 


One day we shall look back on our 
trials and our anxious cares and find 
how needless many of them were, so 
unreal and yet so distressing, that we 
can say like the old lady when she 
was reviewing her past life: “I’ve had 
so many trials, especially those that 
never came.’—A. B. Simpson, in Al- 
liance Weekly. 


YOUTH IS OF THE MIND 


Over the desk of a famous general 
was hung this message: 

“Youth is not a time of life—it is 
a state of mind. 

“Nobody grows old merely by liv- 
ing a number of years. 

“People grow old by deserting their 
ideals. 


“Years wrinkle the skin—but to give 
up enthusiasm wrinkles the soul. 

“You are aS young as your faith and 
as old as your doubts—as young as 
your self-confidence and as old as your 
fear—as young as your hope and as 
old as your despair.’’—Baptist Mes- 
senger. 


GOOD STORMS 

There is a beautiful figure in one 
of Wordsworth’s poems of a bird that 
is swept from Norway by storm. It 
battles against the storm with desper- 
ate effort, eager to wing back again 
to Norway, but all in vain. And so at 
last it yields, thinking that the gale 
will carry it to death—but instead the 
gale carries it to sunny England, with 
its green meadows jand its forest glad- 
es. 

Ah, how many of us have been like 
that little voyager, fretting and fight- 
ing against the will of God! And we 
thought that life could never be the 
same again when we were carried 
seaward by the storm. Until at last, 
finding all was useless, perhaps, yield- 
ing to the wind that bloweth where 
it listeth, we have been carried to a 
land that was far richer, where there 
were green pastures and still waters. 

—Author Unknown 


FAITH 
Life is not all love and light, 
Human frailties cast their blight . 
The lust of power, the \gneed for gain, 
The fears, the strife, the needless 
jornha, 4 
The cynie sees the broken seams 
And sneers at Virtue’s hopes and 
dreams. 


I see the flaws ... and yet I find 
A basic goodness in mankind, 

In homes where life is drab and drear, 
The heart’s true gold will oft appear; 
The burden bearer plods ahead, 


FIRESIDE 
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The poor man shares his crust of brea 
And selflessness, with tender eyes 
Shines like stars through clouded ski 
So I shall keep my faith in man, 
In God and his appointed plan, 
I know ... whatever else may fai 
That Truth and Justice shall prevai 
That error. shall be overthrown, 
And Love, at last, shall claim tf 
throne! —Alfred Grant Wal ‘0 


A businessman thought his staff re 
ther lazy and indifferent, so he pin 
ned up the following notice on t 
bulletin board: 

“Bread is the staff of life, but 
is no reason the life of our staff shoul 
be one continual loaf.” 


A mother happening one day to over 
hear a group of little girls excited] 
concocting a scheme of revenge 
gainst another little girl, who had ap 
parently done something very “mean? 
was grieved to find her own child a 
mong the chief conspirators. 

“Why, my dear!” she said, taking hei 
aside, “it seems to me you’re going ft 
do to Lottie just what you don’t want 
her to do to you. I don’t tthink this : 
the Golden Rule—is it?” 

“Well, mamma,” said the child, a 
Golden Rule is all right for Sunda y 
but for everyday I’d rather have ar 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth!” 


Doctor: “Well, John, you owe yout 
quick recovery from your traffic acci. 
dent to the loving care your wife ha: 
given you during your confinement.’ 

Husband: “Thank you very much 
doctor. T’ll just make out the check 
for your services to her.” 


In a certain restaurant, when wist 
guys ask a pretty waitress for he 
telephone number, she whispers a cer 
tain number enticingly. When the; 
dial the number, a voice answer 
“Pest Control Service!” 


It cannot be too often repeated tha 
it is not helps, but obstacles, not fa 
cilities, but difficulties that make men 

—W. Mathews 


Who makes quick use of the mo 
ment, is a genius of prudence. 
—Lavate 


The superiority of some men ji 
merely local. They are great becaus 
their associates are little. _—Johnsor 
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What Are YOU Reading? 
(Continued from page 1) 
a sermon is in church. 
mpletely without profit to the 
tian is the average short story 
d in the _ secular’ weekly, 
thly, or women’s magazines. 
me hasten to add, however, 
these publicatinos may, at 
Ss, carry good non-fiction ar- 
#s, some of them rather fre- 


tly—and I mean this particu- 
for parents—read the books 
x children read. You may get a 
-k; but you may save their souls. 
: leased by eee ba! Press 
pciation. 


BOOK, REVIEWS 


(Continued from page 9) 
as her husband do not seem to 
2 had any Christian interest. You 
ot find them associated with any 
ech at all. Otherwise the {book is 
an and interesting description of 
interesting life. —J.M.J. 


«all, Westminster Press, 165 pages, 


‘terest in Soren Kierkegaard is 
great among pastors. However, 
5 very difficult to get the real 
ledge and understanding of 
-kegaaard in his work. For those 
want to know Soren Kierkegaard, 
biography published some time 
by Walter Lowry is very good. 
ever, the book before us is a 
idid little volume, because it gives 
the insight in a rather easy man- 
of Kierkegaard. The selections 
eslated and put into the present 
ime make fairly easy reading. 
are certainly indicative of the 
ghts of Soren Kierkegaard as 
as his deep spiritual insight. I 
ure that any one who reads them 
be stimulated (by the passages, 
as well as by further research 
reader will be undertaking after 
ing read the book.—J.M.J. 


Rediscovery of the Bible 

y William Neil, Harper and Broth- 
255 pages, $3.00. 

any books are published every 
> about the Bible. These books 
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help us to understand the message of 
the Bible and also the new discoveries 
about the Bible. This new book by an 
English professor will be well receiv- 
ed. It discusses the rediscovery of 
the Bible, the scientific approach, 
newer insights, and the emergent pic- 
ture. The one problem which we often 
face when we read books of this na- 
ture is that the authors often fear the 
literal interpretation or they do not 
like to tincture scripture literally. 
This is a constant problem which has 
been ‘before the church ever since it 
was born and no doubt will continue 
to be in the church till the end of the 
world. This book before us has also 
some problems wich we think could 
be solved differently. However, the 
book is stimulating and _ certainly 
many a pastor will like to read it. 
—J.M.J. 
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WHAT REPENTANCE MEANS 

To repent is to adopt God’s view- 
point in place of your own. There need 
not be any sorrow about it. In itself, 
far from being sorrowful, it is the 
most joyful thing in the world, be- 
cause when you have done it you have 
adopted the viewpoint of truth itself 
and you are in fellowship with God. 
It means a complete revaluation of all 
things we are inclined to think good. 
The world, as we live in it, is like a 
shop window in which some mischiev- 
ous person has got overnight and shift- 
ed all the price-labels round; so that 
the cheap things have the high price- 
labels on them, and the really pre- 
cious things are priced low. We let our- 
selves be taken in. Repentance means 
getting those price-labels back in the 
right place. 


—Archbishop William Temple. 


Do you own Mortgage irene? 


i) 


Send today for free folder 
No. 435 entitled, 
“Your Home?”, which 

gives complete details 
about Lutheran Brotherhood 
Mortgage Insurance. 


THIS COUPON TODAY 


One man in five is still making 
mortgage payments at the 

time of his death. That one will 
not be you if you own 
LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 
MortTGAGE INSURANCE. j 


Enjoy peace of mind in the 
knowledge that you have made 
ownership of your home a 
certainty — guaranteeing your loved 
ones a deed instead of a debt. 


Please send me the free folder No. 435, 
“Your Home?”, 
BROTHERHOOD MORTGAGE INSURANCE. 


that explains LUTHERAN 


Name 


Street 


State 2 


“THIS: 1S Your LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY 


Cutheran Brotherhood 


LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE: 
i CARL F. Soa abe President 


608 Sacond Avenue South 


«Minneapolis 2, Minn. 
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Total diva & Schoui Gusrai Home Indian Utah 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Reckived Ge Hoasdk k Puka cha 


-.....{/23229.00|87030.00!2994.0.00|/61546.00/7800.00|1542.00 641. 


Tutai »ynedical Budget $275,202.00. Budgets: 


Pr EVLOUSI i ACK O Wil CIE OC ac cere trse es caret ese ities anita satan. tt irattae ar eee ee ee | 4097 


La Grange, lll, Mr. and Mrs. John Lorentzen in memory of Athanasius 

HyOntsvaneyOtmGolsotna  Ohurch Chica seins meearerteaee eee meee eee ae tee 
Evan, M-nn., from relatives and friends in memory of Nels J. Andersen .... 
Chicago, Ill., Metha Skipper in memory of A. V. Hjortsvang ...........ccc.sce 
INOrEReld, Vino St Peters luuthy (hunch: sesae reese: : 
Pass Lake, Ont., Canada, Salem Ev. Luth. Church 
Nac Wes WHS Our Saviors! luiath: Church) 2... ter 
Albert Lea, Minn., Trinity Luth. Church ...... ase 
AMMA Abe, Lilien, MUGKSS; IB Yopetst.| ISYONSAVETO Lo naaehattennccatneeset tno son socooncen ob beenoe iouecocetohannort 
Albert inca, Minn., the Home Mission Circle of Trinity Chureh for Rev.! 

Donald, Hansentss Misstony near WDeniver {..-ccsen<wmoecete ten. ccteseree mene eceeen 
Spencer, Ia., Bethany Luth. Ladies Aid in memory of Lawrence Hintz .... 
Neola; ascot Pauls tinting (Church ipsa cncesceuarseeetarsenen cre tsteameettet den aes sonttnene 
Chicago, Ill., in memory of husband and father, A. V. Hjortsvang of 


ORO eh attsle ACV AyD Lee) cli ae ma mniniam cen na fore di ION ma elias, 1 ri ee 8 Be ae Ae an | 
Falmouth, Maine, Emmaus Luth. Church July mission money $31.15, Au-| . 


gust mission money $26.95, September mission money $67.30 ..........0... 
Falmouth, Me., in memory of Mrs. F. W. Fischer: Helen Lund $2, Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Chappell $1, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Fabricius $1, Mr.| 
anda Mrs. See we Otensom GOs mentee meses. cc Me ences wanna err ee eRe 
Dannebrog, Nebr., Dannebrog Luth. Church a 
Seine, (Genbuis Geille Teiohlat OS ASE Wysunecoceda acer aeqsagon6 
Brooklyn, W:s., Brooklyn Muth. Church ............. 
Green Bayz wis bethel avs Dutha Churchi yen. cceeccee rece eeettes coneeeeeens 
Flaxton, N. D., United Luth. Church in memory of Mrs. Wm. Holte 
Sleepya Dye Wiinnesekninidys duuths (Chel. cnecceminee riessece eee teasers fee 
Staplehursta Nebr Our Savior. lemthie@ Mur Chi teyeececetets etek, scoeteees tear i 
Kankakee, Ill., Ladies Aid of Trinity Luth. Church in memory of Mr. 
ieueeenaOelewael alec sasdbebahcsaocuascnoausneancosSes nade te Hoa eerOed apne EEO Ue tobe ecrEe earned cacne enasae eeconcuere 
Kankakee, Ill., in memory of Winnie Skeen of Trinity Church: Mr. and! 
Mrs. Bendik-en $2, Julianne Jensen $2, Mr. and Mrs. Gale Jaeger and 
INES ELLA aL USC T pep Cigars Merce cee racine veces i au cat wacaihc ages sa his ezetee covenecvodee sastaeres 
Portland. (Ore waeethamye isrtion PONUECH. pirarc cease. oie rte tetettesodectcescsecetescaresrecee cee se 
Portland, Ore., Mr. and Mrs. Henning Kamp in memory of Mrs. Martha 


Bevinline es @ ml bh ertSon pinion Caen cadet acres ceccuissoccncsietacsesencsemetesmareseecstameactevek 
Boston, Mas:., Bethany Luth. Church 
Boston, Mass., in memory of Mrs. Christa Fischer, Falmouth, Maine: Mr. 

and Mrs. Alfred Rasmussen $5, Bethany Ladies Aid $5, Mrs. Anna 

SYouateuastevel Sy, Gbe, ual MGR ANeoaibhe ApwavereeNall” E38) —., Acconcobooosasdounoanrccboosseseconco 
NE Meahsenoreroly. CG reWllauigy! (Sj hued S22V DILAS IIa AD Nil gaa O) 661861 0) 0 hued SRM GRBRREMRHEE 5 ocx iaceodn: pir Gooadnnacandbiannnccaaooneae 
Elk Horn, Ia., Pastor and Mrs. C. HE. Jensen in memory of Mr. and Mrs. 

eter wiensens WulCky WSs mecsetetes esi cercssuae'-c seem aoa tmesen een ete Mea teak ceapnet cee entero 
Exira, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Verner H. Petersen in memory of Nels Juels- 

PUA hice dresndicngdhece eek Seen estes eee cee es eects duieanaa neemeau erento de same esting MoseeereMe eee 
Caruthers @alit em OUnmS aivaOnr-SmalithinmSemiSen estes ccs a 
Storm Lake, Ia., St. Mark’s Luth. Church 
Milltown, Wis. Milltown Jouths Church Coe... 
Owatonna, Minn., Our Savior’s Luth. Church ‘ 
Green valle me Viich ast mme a US eat ape OME cee aeecreer cess teeeenscenc tars secnchine aeeeeec 
Chicago, Ill.. Pactor and Mrs. Fred C. M. Hansen in memory of Pastor 

WANE GG Ve GUN MS RENN o(e) (le meth 4 Bi ac an aR go 27 eRe, os sr Hare erabeAaun doenocameascore 
Shohovene, Wiifoyahes, Aen Iori,  KOVIbbe lal a. dar oncetndoesec.0 soopnardoes2ono0cnobc0c.acpa1 ech ound nNOeeeebopohe 

TOTAL 


* Chicago IJ]. In memory of A. V. Hjortsvang of Golgotha Church: Mrs. Lillian Nelson 
$2.50. Friends from Callender, la., as follows: Harry Hansen and family $2, Mrs. Lea Mickelsen, Mrs. Thora Kling: 
fus Hansen $4, Mr. and Mrs. Einar Espersen, Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Mickley and Mr. and Mrs. Arnold E& 
Kling and Mrs. Laura Mortensen $1. Total $17.50 for Home Mission. Mr. and Mrs. Oluf Larsen 
Mrs. Robert Randall $2.50, of Neola, Ia. Total $10 for the Pension Fund. 


SPECIAL MIsSsiUNS Total 

Received 
Budgets: i 

Previously aACKNOWILED SEG ini eeeeeeceee sass esas oee see eere cece seneseesnons 39:006.54 
Kenmare, N. D., Trinity Foreign Mission Society, a special of- 
LOVES aise Perens core cateccee a RG ea Meeh semeaaitca Ceceachieeonaeesneaerett tens ie 


Bibi, (Ol. AU fSeriraias: (lyse Oay soeceecosconcashonone 
Geneva, Minn., Community Luth. Church 
_Byan, M’nn., from relatives and friends in 


TAC ERSETI = eres c,h aosce retire eiiatee see adsde mac ee roy Soe «sone wanauener a Abienaeenenee 
Spencer, Ia., from friends inmemory of Mrs. 
Dele Rey Calit- Seellas Muth. e @hunchimrmcriaccn..ets.sceseeec ces teesaressmecceny 


Albert iuea, Minn, Missi Doral FROmMery 2. cscncusercnume 
Neola. la., S: S. of St... Pan's) Lith: Church, 
Waukesha, Wis., Andrew ,Novetny ...... sa 
Waukesha, Wis., Chaplain and Mrs. Laurits H. Pedersen 
Falmouth, Me., Miss Helen Lund in memory of Anton Haugaard 
Solmarc aii elle ethin se ca verctee: scececea ser ereaet se ere ntee ee tte i vteas 
treen Bay, Wis., Floyd Johnson in memory of Mrs. Edgar Han-]|. 


een. amd Mrs) Walter Petersen aie wet posnnsdqoouatcnrmecedscasssaccu exer 
McCabe, Mont., Ebenezer Luth. S. S. for support of Mary and 
IES Sr TAN OU PPM | sor cite ereen ou doierirs eet nea Lae tee ee re NT 3 Oa ene AER ic, oe 
Oakland, Cal f., Children of Our Savior’s Luth. S. S. for support 
Gian orpiane waned Talis’ Wis... ccacssssacuevanade oh ove eMeeeteeees panaeee sem sien 
Neenah, Wis., Mission Society of Our Savior’s Luth. Church for 
Hioko Inadomi, Japan Sen temerres ren wisi ars eR ek OS 
remount. ilutes, Nebr, krinity Juuth.-Church cis.:.seeee Re 
Staplehurst, INebr., Our Savior’s Luth. Church ...cn..ciee. 


Chicago, Ill., Atonement Luth., S. S.-for°Munshi-TPudu 
Caruthers, Calif., Ladies A’d of Our Savior’s Luth. Church 

Haston Oolitin Immanuel wMiissionarys SOCIOtY: lac. cei mine scree: 
Boston, Mass., Bethany Luth. Church sgadieks adele see Ee ee ee 


MEUVERS a Sack eGandda,. Dania, duadies: “Aud! 2.) sesame mm enecce 
Dickson. Alberta, Can., Bethany Luth. Church for Miss M. Nis- 

SETS SRV © Is gM Ree eee A tear aos ee comm MP Racin. Sasson taon wv ouwaca canacente cc oeRre ees 
Dickson, Alberta. Can., Bethany Luth. Church for Rev. Arnfeld 

Morck’s work _.......... Re a oR ROEE Rota, ees MRE Ate thcre date ake dc aise A RA 
Blk Horn, la., Pastor and Mrs. C. H. Jensen, a birthday gift .. 
H2tonia Sr oon, TeveeSTe | TORTS Sian GS oo tleda Bb eee Ancscecd-cecloeea.ccmart: smenCecsae ease 


Poy Sippi, W:s., English Luth. Ladies Aid 
Wa -hington Island, Wis., Mission Society of Trinity Church for 
i daovers, Ose ZY iboKspaye) whevokeye: ADhey \Vebate ashe 5.55 6. ngdenndossccecachoa ebepkes 
Los Angeles, Maria Lades Aid for the Leper Colony, Nigeria 
os AneelesteCalit. sOliviete Ey enime Guill gps... csececscesereeaeus gence meetentee 


October 17, 1 


P 


si 


Mission Misston Mission Ft 


0.90|| 3550.69/12061.60| 3513.60/10607.19|2034.89| 242.52| 89 


800.00 
1000.00) 


2:00.00 
40.84 


4111.36 


Grand total $27.50. 
South 


, Chicago $5, Miss Rosa Oein, 


spersen $3, Mr. 
$5, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Bondo $3, Mr. 4 


242.52|1026 
Wilmette, 


sen and Mr. and Mrs. 


and Mrs. Haz 


Gen. 


Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L 
Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission ieee 


|20227.00/16000.00|10000.00/15000.00 


6089.90! 2719.40) 3018.60149571.12 


Missi 


40815.00 
21740.69 
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ngeles, Calif., Olivet Evening Guild for Pactors’ 


hool in Sudan. 
| ngeles, Calif., 


FI 
| 
4 
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6228.71 


2925.16 


TOTAL |41587.00} 


Blair, Nebr., Oct. 8th, 1955. 


S AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 6) 
afternoon offering amounted to 
38. Pastor John Schultz, student 
for at Iowa State college at Ames, 
te to the convention and the W. 


ne evening meeting was in charge 
ne W.M.S. Pastor Henry N. Han- 
mof Coulter led in devotions. A vio- 
esolo “The Holy City” was ren- 
0d by Mrs. Donald Oleson. A vocal 
“IT Walked Today Where Jesus 
xed” was given by Donna Bertel- 
sof Spencer. 
ustor Clarence Jensen of Elk Horn, 
has just recently returned from a 
to Palestine gave a very fine 
ivelogue” of his journey to the 
Land. 
me hospitality and friendliness of 
iGraettinger people was very much 
-eciated. 


itthanasius V. Hjertsvang, a mem- 
of Golgotha Lutheran Church of 
cago, Illinois since 1912, passed 
Henly from this life on Septemiber 
pdue to coronary thrombosis. Mr. 
rtsvang, eldest child of the late 
- and Mrs. E. A. Hjortsvang, was 
fa at Luck, Wisconsin, on March 
1891. He was a student at Dana 
\ege during the years 1908-10. In 
: he moved to Chicago where he 
employed by the Chicago Transit 
thority until the time of his death. 
sowing two and one-half years 
rice in the army during World 
- I, he married Miss Agnes Jensen 
Chicago, who had come to America 
mn Denmark in 1919. Mr. Hjorts- 
~*, a devout Christian all the days 
nis life, was particularly active in 
Sunday school and choir of his 
rch. 
e is survived by his wife, who re- 
s at 1440 East 67th Place, Chicago, 
his son and daughter-in-law, Her- 
and Alvina, of Omaha, Nebraska. 
=e sisters, Mrs. Thorvald Sorensen 
Mrs. Oluf Jensen of Portland, Or- 
1, and Mrs. Mark Hoyer, Sr., of 
endon Hills, Illinois, and a broth- 
Dr. Carl Hjortsvang of Raleigh, 
h Carolina, also survive. One 
ner, Ansgar, and one sister, Ruth, 
=ded him in death. 


3210.35 


Funeral services, with interment at 
Cedar Park Cemetery, Chicago, were 
held at Golgotha Church on Septem- 
ber 27, with the Rev. Fred C. M. Han- 
sen officiating. 


THE QUEEN’S PRAYER 


There is the story of the Danish 
queen who, when thrown into prison 
by her husband, wrote on the wall 
of her cell, “O God, give others power 
but keep me clean.” 


Too many would rather have the 
power to imprison others, or to buy 
what will please for a little while, or 
to be admired, or to get a name which 
will stir the imaginations of men—too 
few feel as the queen. 


But solid comfort does not come out 
of having things or our own way. 
Herodias was a queen, too. No happy 
woman could have made the grue- 
some request for which she is famous. 
Having obtained the head of John the 
Baptist, her troubled heart must have 
been whipped to a tempest. 


Ah, yes, the state of the queen in 
prison with the clean heart is to be 
chosen above the state of the queen of 
the palace with the bad heart and the 
bad life, though there is power withal 
to have revenge. 


And in the finalities, the kings and 
queens are but as the rest of us. 


At last David understood: “Create 
in me a clean heart, O God; and re- 
new a right spirit within me.” 

—Free Methodist 


PRAYER 

I asked for bread; God gave a stone 
instead. 

Yet, while I pillowed there my weary 
head, 

The angels made a ladder of my 
dreams, 

Which upvward to celestial mountains 
led. 


And when I woke ibeneath the morn- 
ing’s beams, 
Around my resting place fresh manna 
lay: 
And, praising God, I went upon my 
way, 
For I was fed. 


God answers prayer: sometimes, when 
hearts are weak, 
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H. J. Hansen, Treas. 


He gives the very gifts believers seek. 

But often faith must learn a deeper 
rest, 

And trust God’s silence when He does 
not speak; 

For He whose name is Love will send 
the best. 

Stars may burn out, nor mountain 
walls endure, 

But God is true, His promises are sure 

For those who seek. 


—Author unknown. 


I VOTED TO CLOSE THE CHURCH 


Last Sunday I voted to close the 
church—not intentionally, nor malici- 
ously—but carelessly, thoughtlessly, 
lazily, indifferently, I voted. I voted 
to close its doors that its witness and 
its testimony might be stopped. I vot- 
ed to close the open Bible—the Bible 
that had been given us by years of 
struggle and by ‘blood of martyrs who 
died that we might have it to read. I 
voted for our minister to stop preach- 
ing the glorious truths of the gospel. 
I voted that the children of the Sun- 
day school no longer be taught the 
stories of the Bible and no longer lift 
their tiny voices in singing. 


I voted for every missionary of the 
church to be called home, every na- 
tive worker supported by the church 
to stop preaching, every hospital, ev- 
ery school, and every dispensary in 
its foreign missionary fields to close. 
I voted that every home missionary 
project be abandoned, every influence 
for good and right and for truth in 
our community to be curtailed and 
finally stopped. I voted for the dark- 
ness of superstition, the degrading in- 
fluence of sin, the blight of ignorance 
and the curse of selfish greed once 
again to settle their damning load on 
the shoulders of an already overbur- 
dened world. 


I voted for all this. For, you see, I 
could have gone, and I should have 
gone, but I didn’t. I stayed awav from 
church last Sunday.—Author unknown 


Thy will be done, O Lord, however 
I am pleased or crossed; and let me 
ever design Thy glory, whether it 
make for mv gain or Inss, in anv re- 
snects of this wresent life——Benjamin 
Jenks (1646-1714) 


A Life of Martin Luther. By 
This authoritative dramatic 
biography interprets the experiences, the work, 
the writings, and the lasting contributions of 
Martin Luther. It brings insight into Luther’s 
religious problems and values, shows his place 
within the sixteenth century and his influence 
upon it, Illustrated. (A-1) $4.75 


HERE I STAND: 
Roland H. Bainton. 


MARTIN LUTHER, Reformer of the Church. 
By Alfred Th. Jorgensen. The great mass of doc- 
amented history of the Reformer’s life is here 
presented in a form that will serve for instructor 
and edification to the average lay reader. The 
author has drawn the complicated background of 
medieval church and state with strong, confident 
strokes and made Luther seem intensely real (A-5) 


BOOKS ON REFORMATION 
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MARTIN LUTHER. McNeer and Ward. Told 
n dramatic story and magnificent pictures, both 
pased on sound research. For ages 9 and up. (A-1) 

Cloth, $2.50. Paper, $1.25 


LUTHER NOW. By Hanns Lilje. Translated 
by Carl J. Schindler. This book is an essay in 
what the author aptly calls “applied history.” It 
deals with much besides Martin Luther, and much 
that is of paramount importance today. (U-87) 


$2.50 


ROAD TO REFORMATION. By Heinrich Boeh- 
mer. This great German writing now available 
in a forthright, exact and simple English trans- 
lation. Young Luther from Catholicism to Re- 
formation. (U-87) $4.00 


THIS IS LUTHER. By E. M. Plass. “The monk 
who shook the world” is allowed to reveal him- 
self in his own words, mainly through his let- 
ters and’ lable ‘Talks. (C-22) $5.00 


LUTHER AND HIS TIMES. By Prof. E. G. 
Schwiebert. The product of over ten years of in- 
tensive research by one of America’s foremost 
Luther scholars. It draws the broad historical out- 
lines of the period in which Luther lived. Against 
this historical background it fills in the develop- 
ment of the Reformer. Over 1,000 pages. (C-22) 

$10.00 


MARTIN LUTHER. By Carl E. Koppenhaver. 
A brief biography of the great reformer, suit- 
able for younger readers. Illustrated with eight 
full page outline drawings. (U-87) 


60 cents each; $6.00 per dozen 


MARTIN LUTHER. By Elsie Singmaster, An 
ideal life story of Martin Luther in a reprint ed- 
ition. Readers over a wide age-range, older chil- 
dren, young people and adults, will find this ac- 
count equally fascinating. (U-87) Cloth, $1.25 


LUTHER, MARTIN. A Commentary on St. 
A new abridged 


(R-76) 
Cloth, $2.95 


Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians. 
translation by 


Theodore Graebner. 


$3.00 


THE TABLE TALK OF MARTIN LUTHER. 
Edited by Thomas S. Kelper. In table conver- 
sation with associates, Martin Luther covered an 
amazing variety of subjects dealing with almost 


every kind of human spiritual experience. This 
volume reflects his philosophical and _ spiritual 
beliefs. (W-94) $1.50 


LIVING WITH LUTHER. By J. M.. Weiden- 
schilling. Brief, popular, and profusely illustrated. 
A readable life of Luther for children. (C-22) 

Paper, 25 cents 


MONK IN ARMOUR. By Gladys H. Barr. This 
is a moving novel, a story that shows the human, 
tender, courageous heart of Martin Luther. (A-1) 


$3.00 


THE REINTERPRETATION OF LUTHER. By 
Edgar M. Carlson. Nowhere has Reformation been 
studied more intensely than in Sweden. This book 
presents for American readers the rich creative 
insights that Swedish students have uncovered 
concerning the essential nature of Christianity. 
(W-91) $3.50 


LUTHER’S LIFE. By Ingeborg Stolee. A_bi- 
ography of Martin Luther, written especially for 
young people. This book aims to help the young 
Lutheran understand the background of the Re- 
formation. Printed in large type. Size, 8%x11. 
(A-5) Cloth, $2.50. Paper binding, $1.50 


CHRISTIAN LIBERTY. A translation of one 
of Luther’s best known treatises. (U-87) 40 cents 


LUTHER’S NINETY-FIVE THESES. With in- 
troduction. (C-22) Paper covers, 30 cents 


LUTHER, By Rudolf Thiel. The first book in 
bring the whole panorama of Lu- 
ther’s life and struggles before the non-specialist 
reader. Not a history book, the focus of the 
highly dramatic and readable narrative is direct- 
ly on people—-with Martin Luther in the center 
of the stage. Here is that disturbing ,intense re- 
alizaton of the contrast between God and man 


which sparked the Reformation. (U-87) $5.00 


Enelish to 


Lutheran Publishing House 


200 S. Fifth Street 


7 Blair, Nebraska 
G« 4 er 


on OIHO 6 
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1955--- 


YEAR BOO 


Of The Synod 


Still Available 


Here you will find: 


Reports from missions, 
institutions and 


schools, 
organizations. 


Decisions made by the 


1955 Annual Convention. 


Congregational statistical 


reports. 
To Be Informed Of Your 
Church And Its Work ~ 
You Need A Copy 


85 cents postpaid 


LPH Christm : 
Sales Plan 


Here is an opportuni-— 


Price: 


ty for your Sunday 
school, Ladies  Ajid, 
W.M.S., orLutherLeague 


to raise substanial sums 
selling the new Christ- 
mas Card line. At the 
same time your church 
makes an important con- 
tribution to the nation- 


wide crusade to “Keep — 
Christ in Christmas © 
Greetings.” : 


We have a fine assort- — 
ment of cards in a wide 
range of prices for you 
to resell on a commis- 
sion basis. Just write 
and ask for information 
about the Chribtmas 
Sales Plan. 


Writ Today For Informati 
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Lutheran Publishing House 
200 S. Fifth Street 
Blair, Nebraska 


Please send me the following: 


—Books—Give Title 
—Synodical Yearbook 
—Christmas Card Plan 


I enclose 


$——- C.0.D.— Charge- 


Z 
- 


Address 
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